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Cardboard Garbage Truck: Side Loader

Roseville Utility Exploration Center

Create your own garbage truck. Make a costume using simple materials 
around the house then have fun pretending to be the garbage hauler. 
Share your completed project on social media using the hashtag 
#BIGTRUCKSSUMMER2020. 

Instructions

1. Cut one of the boxes in half. 

2. Cut a triangle off the corners of the top and 
bottom of one half, leaving about 1/3 of the 
center of the box end. 

3. Invert the triangles you just cut off back 
into the holes you created. 

Materials List
1. 2 same-sized large boxes (such as diaper boxes)
2. Scissors or craft knife
3. Glue and tape (packing and double-sided)
4. Colored cardboard or construction paper
5. Markers or paint

TRUCKS
BIG
SUMMER

Garbage trucks used by our Waste 
Services Division collect trash and 
take it to the landfill. Help reduce 
the amount of trash they pick up by 
reusing items to create less waste. 
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Instructions continued

Cardboard Garbage Truck

4. Flatten the other half of your box. 

5. Using the outer side of the flattened box, 
trace the openings with the inverted 
triangles inside to create covers for these 
holes. 

6. Tape these flaps to openings. 

7. The remaining center piece of the flattened 
cardboard will become your hinge for the 
back of the truck’s opening. 

8. Remove the 3 flaps from your second box. 

9. Tape together. 
See next page
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Instructions continued

Cardboard Garbage Truck

Table Talk
1. What items do garbage 

trucks pick up? 

2. How can you reduce 
the amount of garbage 
you put in the trash?

10. Trace the exterior outline of the truck on 
colored paper. Attach with double sided 
tape. 

11. Cover the truck using the remaining 
colored paper and add accessories as 
desired. 
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